
 
 
 

  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
FOR PUBLIC HEALTH 

  September 22, 2014       Rebecca Cunningham 



A team approach to injury prevention 

Other topics: 
• Substance abuse 
• Suicide 
• Falls 
• Concussion 

Young driver 
safety 

Prescription 
drug misuse 

Violence 
interventions 

Focus Topics 
Population 

Teens & young adults 

Methods 

Geo-spatial analysis 

Multidisciplinary  
Engagement 

 
plus… 

Wayne State University 
Michigan State University 

Working together: Creating greater impact than any single effort. 

School 
of Public 
Health 

 
Medical  
School 

Transportation 
Research 
Institute 



Stimulating innovative research 

Four interventions developed 

 opioid misuse 

 young driver parent guide 

 suicide (college student) 

 IPV (theater based) 

 19 pilot studies 
 Approx. 50% go on to external funding 

 $375K investment  for 15 studies = 
$1.1 million in external funding 

 Research roundtable 

 Injury Data Index (website) 
 Connecting researchers with data 

Translation 

 youth violence 
intervention in ED 

Photo 
here 

http://www.injurycenter.umich.edu/dataset-search


Public 

Raising awareness of  
evidence-based injury prevention (1) 

 Issues & Solutions sheets 
 Violence, young driver safety, suicide 

 Regional conference (w/MIPA) 
 170 attendees from 5 states 

 Tools & Programs site 
 Evidence-based prevention 

programs 

 Policy briefs 

 Motorcycle helmet law, prescription 
overdose, distracted driving 

 Press releases 

 1/month 

 Pickups by major media (CNN, 
MSNBC, networks, and health sites) 

Practitioners 

http://www.injurycenter.umich.edu/programs


Academics 

Raising awareness of  
evidence-based injury prevention (2) 

 Journal articles 

 Publication summaries 

 Social media (Twitter, FB) 

 Website 

 Seminars 

Y2: 94 publications 
related to CDC injury 

priority areas:  
• 29 roadway injury 
• 31 violence & suicide 
• 9 substance use 
• 6 acute care 
• 3 poisoning/falls 
• 7 other  



Partnering for change 

 Data Linkage Summit (May 2014) 

 32 from CDC, NHTSA, FHWA, 
NEMSIS, COT, and more 

 Objective: link national traffic 
crash data systems  

 

 

 

 

 Kohl’s grant – “Just Drive” 
 National teen distracted 

driving educational 
campaign 

 

 Michigan Department of 
Community Health 

 NVDRS evaluation 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 Online injury curriculum for graduate 

and medical education 

 11 topics; hands-on component 
 Bullying, advocacy, dating violence, & more 

 Certificate in Injury Science -- School 
of Public Health 

 12-13 credits w/internship or 
research project 

Engaging & training the next generation 
of injury professionals & researchers 

Education pipeline 

HS & undergrads --
contest & UROP 
program 

Grad students -- 
internships 
workshops, courses, 
tuition support 

Post-doc/grad medical 
education -- fellowships, 
online learning, online 
curriculum 

Junior faculty -- symposia, 
mentoring, seminars 

National 
reach 

100+ 

10 interns, 
3 GSRAs, 
25+ MPH 
students 

4 fellows, 
50+ 

residents 

25 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcMYzrvIIHQ&feature=youtu.be


More than the sum of the parts 

Exponential Impact:  
Multiplied CDC’s Y2 

investment 3.7 times 
($4.3 million in grants), 
incorporating trainees 
and supporting policy 

initiatives 
Exponential Impact: 

Creation of online 
curriculum drawing on 
researchers’ expertise, 

infrastructure resources, 
and dissemination 

capability. 

Exponential Impact:  
Kohl’s grant  app 

strengthened by recent 
distracted driving 

publications and intern 
trainee. 



Sphere of influence 

National reach: 
• Kohl’s campaign 
• Journal publications 
• Press releases 
• Online curriculum 

Michigan: 
• State health dept. 
• Michigan State U 
• Wayne State U 

Region: 
• MIPA 
• GL&MA Region 
• Conference 



THANK YOU! 

We invite you to visit resources on our site: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Twitter:  @UMInjuryCenter 

www.injurycenter.umich.edu 
 

http://www.injurycenter.umich.edu/

